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world-leader. That part France has played, and cultured Germans join with Nietzsche in their tribute to the past services of France to humanity. She gave her name to the Crusaders ; in the sixteenth century she brought Italy to Europe ; in the eighteenth she was a legislator in thought. Napoleon in 1809 attempted to wrench a planet from the hideous tentacles of this octopus, this British dominion strangling a world. Napoleon failed to achieve this deliverance of the planet from what Heine called the dullest, most insufferable, commonplace and bourgeois of all empires. Shall Germany succeed in that task of world-liberation ?
To the students of Sybel, who, awed and solemn, saw in 1870 the manifest finger of God ; to the students of Giesebrecht, who saw in Germany the nation of nations, God's chosen for the accomplishment of His inscrutable will, the answer is obvious; and when from the writings of Giesebrecht they turn to Treitschke, and from Treitschke to Droysen and Hausser, the old crude idea of a day of reckoning with England acquires a new significance. Germany is watching and waiting. Year by year silently she prepares. She recalls the alternate elations and trembling counsels in Rome before the march of Alaric in the fifth century; and with warrior-laughter she measures the certainty of her triumph by the convulsive panic-attacks of her ignoble foe 1 After all, on this earth the one thing that is insufferable, whether in politics or in religion, whether in private or in national affairs, is that a sham should go on pretending to be a reality, that \vcakness should